
Symposium on “Dispersion of People, Crops, and Language: Focusing on Millets in Asia” 
March 20-21,2014 

Institute of Statistical Mathematics, Tokyo 

 

The cultivation of Setaria and Panicum in Taiwan 
 

Yuan-ching Tsai, Tze-fu Hsu, and Yue-ie C. Hsing 

Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan 

 

Foxtail millet (Setaria italica) and common millet (Panicum miliaceum) are the two 

most representative millets grown in the aboriginal villages in Taiwan since 5000 

years ago. This paper investigated the current cultivation methods of both millets 

in Taiwan and the correlation of the known species, domestication, genetic 

diversity, and distribution patterns due to cultivation methods. In addition, Setaria 

and Panicum’s ultilization, nutrition as well as the economic value will be 

discussed. 

 


