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3.2 Ito and Oshima (To appear)

Ito and Oshima (To appear): Japanese has two tonally different varieties of the negative polar interrogative, and this
tonal contrast has an information-structural basis.

(31) a. H<L<ZAmW?

b. As eating an orange. B has heard that oranges this year are exceptionally sweet (although he has not eaten
one so far). B utters (31a).
— P(ositive) type: the phrase containing the negatiquais of ground
— The negation is “fake”.

c. Aeats apiece of orange and makes a grimace. B utters (31a).
— N(egative)N(eutral) type: the phrase containing the negatiparisof the focus
— [t has the ability to license an NPI while it is not compatible with a PPI. /
The negation is a“genuine” or “true” negation
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Figure 1 “Amaku nai?” uttered in situations (31a) (left) and (31b) (right)
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Figure 2 “Amoo naka?” uttered in situations (31a) (left) and (31b) (right)
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