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You shall know a word by the company it keeps.
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...collocation is the phenomenon surrounding the fact that certain words are more likely to occur in :
combination with other words in certain contexts. A collocate is therefore a word which occurs :
within the neighbourhood of another word. (Paul Baker, et al. 2006)

: Collocates. The Definition of regular or significant collocates was ‘lexical items occurring within

¢ five words either way of the headword with a greater frequency than the law of averages would
lead you to expect’. The importance of collocation was stressed and we were asked to record these
: items in dictionary examples. Function words such as prepositions, determiners, pronouns and

¢ auxiliaries were ignored, but delexical verbs were significant. Collocation was established only on
¢ the basis of corpus evidence. (Sinclair 1987)
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