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Ichiro vs. Saburo: A production experiment of English antepenultimate stress assignment

English, as a stress language, also assigns primary stress to loanwords. The stress usually falls on the
penultimate syllable, e.g. Tochi’gi, Okina’'wa. However, some of these loanwords seem to have an
antepenultimate stress instead of the penultimate one such as I chiro(cf. Sabu r0).

This study investigates three potential factors that might affect the stress assignment, using a
production experiment where participants pronounced foreign trisyllabic names with the following
factors: (1)Whether or not the first and the second syllable share a common vowel
letter(OCP/non-OCP), (2)the distribution of the high vowels (whether the vowels of the second two
syllables are high vowels or not), and (3)whether the penultimate syllable contains an
affricate(affricate/non-affricate).

Eleven native English speakers participated in this experiment. The result shows that the OCP
effect was significant(CLMM, the OCP effect: SE=0.22, p<.001), indicating that the antepenultimate
stress is more likely to occur in words the first two vowels are identical. The effect of the high vowel
distribution was marginally significant(SE=0.24, p=0.08). However, neither the interaction of these
factors nor the main effect of affricate was observed. Based on this result, the reason why ichiro is

antepenultimately stressed might be due to the identical vowel in the adjacent syllables.
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17:10-18:10
Armin Mester (UC, Santa Cruz)

Kattobase: The linguistic structure of Japanese baseball chants

On the basis of extensive research, Tanaka (2014) developed a thorough and insightful analysis
of Japanese baseball chants of the form kattobase X-X-X |I9dig|dddg] "let it fly, X-X-X!" where
"X-X-X" is a rhythmic adaptation of a batter's name. The system is of surprising complexity
since the kind of rhythmic adaptation a name receives depends in an intricate way on its length,
and Tanaka shows that a set of three rules is necessary where, for example, the rhythmic
alignment of the right edge of the input sometimes targets the last mora (i), sometimes the last

(i) <3 moras: Kakefu(f) = kaa-kee-fuu, Etoo (YLE&) = ee-too-oo, *ee-ee-too;
(i) 4 moras: Ichiroo(—ER)=>ii-chii-roo, *ii-chiro-oo, and
(ii1) >5 moras: Makudonarudo (MacDonald)—> makudo-naru-doo, *maku-donaru-doo,
Oosutin (Austin) = oo-osu-tin, *oo-suu-tin, *oo-suti-nn.
This talk, based on joint work with Junko Ito, Haruo Kubozono, and Shin'ichi Tanaka, will
attempt to develop a new analysis within Optimality Theory where the three distinct patterns

emerge from a single and unified set of ranked and violable constraints: Depending on the length
of the input, different input-output mappings are selected as optimal.



