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This presentation argues that kakarimusubi may shed light on the analysis of interrogative
sentences with wh-words in modern Japanese. To that purpose, I shall first point out that
the Okayama dialect of modern Japanese shows a grammatical phenomenon in which
wh-interrogative sentences can accompany an inflectional ending other than the conclusive
form in the matrix clause, which suggests that that inflection “agrees” with the wh-word in
order to allow the scope of the wh-word to range over the entire matrix-clause. This fact,
furthermore, leads us to assume that the same structure as that of the Okayama dialect
underlies modern standard Japanese as well when the wh-word scopes over the entire clause,
though the matrix verb may morphologically inflect with the unmarked, conclusive form. If
kakarimusubi is broadly defined as showing a relationship created locally between a certain
element and the inflectional ending, we can conclude that the kakaribusubi relationship is
still intrinsic in the interrogative sentences with wh-words in modern Japanese.
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