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This paper explores the construction of kakari-musubi, examining interrogative sentences in Old
Japanese. I first present the distributional facts about kakari particles, ka, zo and ya in particular, and
their functions. I then discuss their musubi predicates in the adnominal form.

Kakari particles, ka, zo and ya, are all used in Old Japanese interrogatives; they occur in
kakari-musubi construction, and also sentence-finally. Whereas constituents marked by ka and zo are
considered as focus in a broad sense, those marked by ya are not always focus; they can be either
focus or the presupposition: ya occurs “freely” in this sense. The use of the adnominal form triggered
by these three kakari particles makes it possible to identify which predicate is focused or presupposed.
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