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In this presentation | will deal with some parallels between the Ainu and the Nivx languages.
Both are OV languages, but apparently genetically unrelated. Nevertheless, there are some striking
paralels, especialy in verba prefixa morphology. While Nivx predominantly uses suffixal
morphology, it also has three verbal prefixes, which completely coincide with the same prefixes
found in Ainu both in shape and function. It is well known that Ainu and Nivx had extensive
contacts on Sakhalin island following the Ainu migration from Hokkaido to Sakhalin, but these
morphogological (as well as some lexical parallels) cannot be explained by this contact, as they are
found not only in Sakhalin Nivx, but also in Amur Nivx. | will argue that these parallels are due to a
much earlier contact that likely took place on Hokkaido. This is further supported by the current
distribution of Nivx languages (with Amur Nivx found on both western shore of Sakhalin and in
lower Amur region), which from the linguistic point of view can only be a result of a reverse
migration from Sakhalin to Amur. Consequently, | will argue that the Nivx language was likely
either the language of the Okhotsk culture, or one of its languages. In conclusion, | will demonstrate
that there are till earlier traces of foreign influence on Ainu, which cannot be identified with Nivx,
or with any other known languages in North-East Asia.
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