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T How a speech community is formed in the dialect-contact situation of a
new town
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The new-town community of Kundulun, located in the northwestern part of China, has

experienced in half a century’s time a process of speech community formation, which is

illustrated by the step-by-step building-up of its constraint patterns of linguistic

variation in a real-time study.

Moreover, not only the linguistic variables have undergone changes, the linguistic

identity of the community too has changed. Three major stages of linguistic identity are

identified: the stage of un-integrated multiple identities, the stage of transplanted

identity, and finally the stage of localized identity. The study shows how a speech

community is formed in a dialect-contact situation and how the linguistic identity of the

community changes over time
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