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INTONATION OF XUMAMOTO ACCENTLESS JAPANESE
Kikuo HAEKAWACNLRI) and Yasuo YOSHIOKA(Kumamoto Junior College)

Abstract: A perception experiment was carried out to test the validity of the intonation

model of Kumamoto Japanese,a dialect having no lexical accent. Naturality of 20 synthesized

F0 contours, including both grammatical and agrammatical ones, were judged by 29 native

speakers of the dialect. The grammatical contours were judged to be much more natural than

the agrammatical one. The result revealed the overall validity of the model.
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Fig.1 Pitch contours of Kumamoto WH(panel A) and YES-NO(panel B) questions
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Fig.2 Prosodic Structures of Kumamoto WH
(panel A) and YES-NO{panel B) questions
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Fig.4 Result of Perception Test: Naturality
Judgment by Students and Teachers
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Table 1 Distribution of "Natural” judgment
for Contours A5 and A6
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Fig.5 Subjects Classified by Factor Scores of Principal
Component Analysis
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Fig.6 Correlation between Score 1
and mean naturality of A1-A6
(All subjects' data)
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Fig.7 Correlation between Score 2
and mean naturality of A5 and A6
(Teachers' data)
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