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INTONATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF JAPANESE
ACCENTLESS DIALECTS : A PILOT STUDY
Kikuo MAEKAWA
National Language Research Institute:; Tokyo
Abstract Intonational characteristics of two Japanese accentless

dialects were examined. Both Fukui and Kumamoto are known to have

no lexically specified tone or accent. While accent 1is the main

determinant of intonation in accent dialect, intonation of accent-
less dialects is determined mostly by phrasal, sentential and dis-
coursse factors. Fukui intonation has the component of declination.
Contribution of Fukui phrase boundary LHL tones to the lowering of
overall pitch range was examined, but no clear result could be ob-
tained. The basic component of Kumamoto intonation is a continuous
upward movement, starting from the beginning of a phrase and being
reset by the existence of phrase boundary HL tones. The HL boundary

tones of Kumamoto make no contribution to the lowering of overall
pitch range.
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