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Curriculum Vitae of Kikuo Maekawa 

 

 Birth year and place 

1956, Kyoto, Japan 

 

 Education 

2011: Ph.D., Computer science, Tokyo Institute of Technology 

Dissertation title: Corpus-based approach to spontaneous speech  

1982: M.A., Linguistics, Sophia University 

1980: B.A., French studies, Sophia University 

 

 Areas of specific interest 

- Phonetics 

Real-time MRI study of speech production 

Linguistic and statistical modeling of language variation 

Linguistic modeling of prosody 

Corpus-based analysis of spontaneous speech 

- Language resources 

  Design and compilation of real-time MRI movie database of speech production 

Design and compilation of spoken- and written-Japanese corpora 

Design of prosodic annotation scheme 

 

 Professional career and affiliation 

- Fulltime affiliation 

2015-Present: Professor, Spoken Language Division, NINJAL (National Institute for Japanese Language and 

Linguistics) 

2013-2016: Vice president, NINJAL 

2009-2019: Director, Dept. Corpus Studies and the Center for Corpus Development, NINJAL 

2009-2015: Professor, Dept. Corpus Studies, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics, NIN-

JAL 

2006-2009: Head, Language Resource Group, Dept. Research and Development, NIJLA (The National Insti-

tute for Japanese Language) 

2001-2005: Head, 2nd research section, Dept. Research and Development, NLRI (The National Language Re-

search Institute) 

1994-2000: Head, 2nd research section, NLRI 

1989-1993: Researcher, 2nd research section (phonetics laboratory), Dept. Language Behavior, NLRI 

1984-1988: Lecturer in Japanese linguistics, Faculty of Education, Tottori University  
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- Guest professor / researcher 

2018-2020: Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 

2005-2014: Hitotsubashi University 

2004-2007: Tokyo Institute of Technology 

1999-2003: Communications Research Laboratory 

 

- Adjunct lecturer  

2014-2021: Sophia University. Department of Foreign Studies 

2007: Tokyo University. Department of Linguistics 

1999: Tohoku University. Department of Linguistics 

1996-1998: Tokyo Metropolitan University. Department of Japanese Linguistics 

1996, 2000, 2003, 2005: Osaka University. Department of Japanese Language 

1996-1997: Kitasato University. Department of Applied Health Sciences 

1993-1994: The Ohio State University. Department of Linguistics (Visiting scholar) 

1993: Tsukuba University. School of Humanities 

 

 Academic Activity outside the affiliation 

2019-Present: President, The Phonetics Society of Japan 

2019-Present: Council member The International Phonetics Association  

2017-Present: Editorial board member of the Journal of the International Phonetic Association  

2017-Present: Advisory committee member of the Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica (Taiwan) 

2009-2015: Editorial board member of Phonetica 

2008-2009: Temporal committee member of the Science Council of Japan  

2006-2010: Leader, Ministry of Education Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research Priority-Area Program Japa-

nese Corpus  

2005-2009: Editorial board member of Speech Communication  

1999-2004: Sub leader, Agency of Science and Technology, Priority Area Program “Spontaneous Speech Cor-

pus” 

1998-2000: Editor in chief of Journal of Phonetics Society of Japan 

 

 Main publications in English 

2021: Kikuo Maekawa. “Production of the utterance-final moraic nasal in Japanese: A real-time MRI study.” 

Journal of the International Phonetic Association, 1-24, June 2021 

2021: Tsukasa Yoshinaga, Kikuo Maekawa, and Akiyoshi Iida. “Aeroacoustic differences between the Japa-

nese fricatives [ɕ] and [ç].” The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 149 (4), 2426-2436, April 

2021 

2018: Kikuo Maekawa. “Weakening of Stop Articulation in Japanese Voiced Plosives.” Journal of the Phonet-

ic Society of Japan (Onsei Kenkyu), 22(1), pp.21-34, 2018.04.30 
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2018: Kikuo Maekawa. “Phonetic Shape and Linguistic Function of Penultimate Non-Lexical Prominence.” 

Journal of the Phonetic Society of Japan (Onsei Kenkyu), 22(1), pp.35-51, 2018.04.30 

2017: Kikuo Maekawa and Hiroki Mori. “Comparison of voice quality between the vowels in filled pauses and 

ordinary lexical items.” Journal of the Phonetic Society of Japan (Onsei Kenkyuu), 21 (3), pp.53-62, 

2017.12 

2015: Kikuo Maekawa. “Corpus-based phonetics.” H. Kubozono (ed.) Handbook of Japanese Phonetics and 

Phonology. Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton. pp.651-680, 2015:03 

2014: Masayuki Asahara, Kikuo Maekawa, Mizuho Imada, Sachiko Kato, and Hikari Konishi. “Archiving and 

Analyzing Techniques of the Ultra-large-scale Web-based Corpus Project of NINJAL, Japan.” Alexandria, 

25 (1/2), pp.129-148, 2014:11 

2014: Masayuki Asahara, Sachi Kato, Hikari Konishi, Mizuho Imada, and Kikuo Maekawa. 

“BCCWJ-TimeBank: Temporal and Event Information Annotation on Japanese Text.” Computational Lin-

guistics and Chinese Language Processing, 19 (3), pp.1-24, 2014.09 

2014: Kikuo Maekawa, Makoto Yamazaki, Toshinobu Ogiso, Takehiko Maruyama, Hideki Ogura, Wakako 

Kashino, Hanae Koiso, Masaya Yamaguchi, Makiro Tanaka, and Yasuharu Den. “Balanced corpus of con-

temporary written Japanese”. Language Resources and Evaluation 48 (2), pp.345-371, 2014:06 

2013: Yukio Tono, Makoto Yamazaki, and Kikuo Maekawa. A Frequency Dictionary of Japanese (Routledge 

Frequency Dictionary), London: Routledge, 2013.02 

2012: Naoi N, Watanabe S, Maekawa K, Hibiya J (2012) “Prosody Discrimination by Songbirds (Padda 

oryzivora).” PLoS ONE 7(10): e47446, 2012:10:17 

2010: Kikuo Maekawa. “Coarticulatory reinterpretation of allophonic variation: Corpus-based analysis of /z/ in 

spontaneous Japanese.” Journal of Phonetics, 38(3), pp.360-374, 2010:07  

2009: Maekawa Kikuo. “Analysis of Language Variation Using a Large-Scale Corpus of Spontaneous 

Speech.” In Shu-Chuan Tseng (ed) Linguistic Patterns in Spontaneous Speech (Language and Linguistic 

Monograph Series A25),Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica, Taipei, pp.27-50,2009:04 

2008: Jennifer Venditti, Kikuo Maekawa and Mary Beckman. “Prominence marking in the Japanese intonation 

system”. S. Miyagawa and M. Saito (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of Japanese Linguistics," Oxford Univer-

sity Press, pp.456-512, 2008:11 

2005: Kikuo Maekawa and Hideaki Kikuchi. “Corpus-based analysis of vowel devoicing in spontaneous Jap-

anese: an interim report.” In J. van de Weijer, K. Nanjo, and T. Nishihara, eds., Voicing in Japanese, Mou-

ton de Gruyter, pp.205-228, 2005:12 

2002: Kikuo Maekawa. “From articulatory phonetics to the physics of speech: Contribution of Chiba and 

Kajiyama.” Acoustical Science and Technology, 23(4), pp. 185-188, 2002:7 

1997: Kikuo Maekawa. “Effects of focus on duration and vowel formant frequency in Japanese.” In Sagisaka, 

N. Campbell and N. Higuchi (eds.), Computing Prosody: Computational Models for Processing Spontane-

ous Speech. Springer-Verlag New York, pp.129-153, 1997:12 

1995: Kikuo Maekawa, Shigeru Kiritani and Hajime Hirose. “Electromyographic study of focus and accent in 

Japanese.” Journal of the Acoustical society of Japan (E), 16 (5), pp.291-298, 1995:5 
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1994: Kikuo Maekawa. “Is there 'dephrasing' of the accentual phrase in Japanese?” OSU Working Paper in 

Linguistics, The Ohio State University, 44, pp.146-165, 1994:4 

1989: Kikuo Maekawa. “Statistical tests for the study of vowel merger.” Quantitative Linguistics, 39, pp. 

200-219, 1989:4  

 

 Invited talks and keynote speech in English 

2019: “Some personal reflections on (national) corpora.” Second ILAS Annual Linguistic Forum: National 

Language Corpora: Design and Construction, Academia Sinica, Taipei, pp. 2-21, 2019.04.19. 

2011: “Linguistics-Oriented Language Resource Development at the National Institute for Japanese Language 

and Linguistics.” Proc. Oriental-COCOSDA 2011, pp.1-6, 2011:10:26. (KEYNOTE).  

2011: “Development of Japanese Corpora at the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics: 

With Emphasis on Five Sources of Difficulty in Japanese Corpus Development.” Lexicography: Theoreti-

cal and Practical Perspectives (ASIALEX2011 Proceedings), pp.17-26, 2011:08.(KEYNOTE) 

2009: “KOTONOHA: A Corpus Compilation Initiative at the National Institute for Japanese Language.” 22nd 

International Conference on the Computer Processing of Oriental Languages, Hong Kong, 2009:3 

(KEYNOTE).  

2008: “Compilation of the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese in the KOTONOHA Initia-

tive.” Second International Symposium on Universal Communication, Osaka, 2008:12. 

2008: “Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese.” 6th Workshop on Asian Language Resources, 

Hyderabad, 2008:1. 

2004: “Production and Perception of 'Paralinguistic' Information.” Speech Prosody 2004, Nara, 2004:3. 

1999: “Joint estimation of voice source and vocal tract parameters as applied to the study of voice source dy-

namics.” 14th International Congress of Phonetic Sciences (ICPhS 99), San Francisco (With Hideki 

Kasuya and Shigeru Kiritani), 1999: 8. (KEYNOTE) 

 

Complete list of all publications can be found at 

https://www2.ninjal.ac.jp/kikuo/AllPublicationKM.html 

 

 Award 

2021: NINJAL President award.  

2012: Best paper award of the Phonetic Society of Japan 

2012: NINJAL President award 

2011: Best paper award of the Phonetic Society of Japan 

2010: NINJAL President award 

 

 

 

 


