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The indigenous peoples of Northeast Asia

http://folkcostume.blogspot.fi/2011/09/costume-of-peoples-of-lower-amur.html
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Sakhalin is the largest island in Russia.
The total population is about 500,000 people.

Seven municipal districts are officially recognised as
laces of traditional residence and economic activities of
our indigenous peoples:

Nivkh, Uilta, Ewenki, Nanai

The total number of indigenous population is about

4,000, i.e. about 0.7% of the total population of the

island.

Other languages spoken on Sakhalin at different times:

language(s) of Okhotsk culture, Manchu (?), Chinese (?),

Ainu, Japanese, Russian, Korean, other Tungusic

languages, ...



Languages spoken on the Sakhalin Island
(19th century, Shrenk 1883)




The Sakhalin Nivkh (Gilyak)

» Expansion from the Amur
basin in the 11-13th century (?)

» Traditional way of life:
sedentary
fishing, hunting, gathering
 Number (2010):
2,682 on Sakhalin

4,652 in Russia (also live in the
Amur region)

» Language:
isolate (Paleosiberian)
» Number of speakers (2010):

118 on Sakhalin
56 in the Amur region
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The Sakhalin Ainu

Expansion from Hokkaido to
in the 14th century
Traditional way of life:

sedentary

fishing, hunting, gathering
Number (2010):

no data

also live on Hokkaido (Japan)
Language:

isolate (Paleosiberian)
Number of speakers (2010):

extinct




The Uilta (Orok, Orochen)

Migrated to Sakhalin in the
16-17th century
Traditional way of life:
semi-nomadic
reindeer-husbandry, hunting,
fishing
Number (2010):
362
live only on Sakhalin
Language:
southern group of Tungusic
languages
Number of speakers (2010):
9 on Sakhalin




The Ewenki (Tungus)

Migrated to Sakhalin in the
second half of the 19th century
Traditional way of life:
nomadic
reindeer-husbandry, hunting
Number (2010):
326 on Sakhalin
38,396 in Russia (also live in
Siberia, Manchuria and
Mongolia)
Language:
northern group of Tungusic
languages
Number of speakers (2010):
17 on Sakhalin
4,310 in Russia




The Nanai (Gold)

Migrated to Sakhalin after
WWII

Traditional way of life:

o sedentary

o fishing, hunting

Number (2010):

O 164 on Sakhalin

© 12, 003 in Russia (also live in
the Amur region of Russia and

China)
Language:

o southern group of Tungusic
languages

Number of speakers (2010):
o 11 on Sakhalin
o 797 1in Russia




Nivkh (Nekrasovka, Nogliki,
Chir-Unvd, Poronaisk,
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk)

Uilta (Val, Poronaisk)

Ewenki (Val, Viakhtu, Okha)

Nanai (Poronaisk)




The number of Sakhalin indigenous population (2011)

http://www.libsakh.ru/?div=indigen

_
Okha region 1,312 18 86 6 — 1,422
Nogliki region 842 156 99 7 — 1,104
Tymovsk region 268 — 6 6 9
Aleksandrovsk- 79 — 93 — — 172

Sakhalinskij region
Smirnykh region 5 10 4 19 15 5

Poronaisk region 176 178 38 126 7
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 22 320

7 4 21 48 20
Al 3,885




Ethnographic, archaeological and linguistic works by
European and Japanese scholars

Memoirs of European and Japanese travellers
Traditional stories and legends

Linguistic biographies of contemporary speakers and
their descendants

Unfortunately not very much concrete data is available,
therefore comparative evidence from other parts of the
world (e.g. Africa, Papua New Guinea, etc.) can help to
reconstruct the linguistic situation on Sakhalin.



» Martin Gerritz de Vries 1643

» Jean-Francois de la Pérouse 1787

» Adam Johann von Krusenstern 1805
» Mamiya Rinzou [& = #J&k 1809

» Gennadii Ivanovich Nevelskoi 1849
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Language contacts arise as a result of contacts
between peoples that can be studied from different
perspectives:

historical

political

geographical

social

economic

linguistic



Several waves of settling
Sakhalin starting from
Palaeolithic times.

Various Neolithic cultures:
North Sakhalin culture
Imchin culture
Central Sakhalin culture
South Sakhalin culture
Aniva culture

Long period of Okhotsk
culture

Unknown linguistic diversity

Possibly active

multilingualism between

various ethnic groups
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Expansion of Amuric, Tungusic and Ainuic languages
to Sakhalin (Janhunen, in progress)

2000 BP 1000 BP 300 BP




» Different relationships between different peoples at
different times.

» Wars vs. peaceful coexistence
Legends about wars and conflicts between Ainu, Nivkh, and Uilta.

» Expansion of “new” peoples and languages = absorption
of “old” peoples and languages

» Nivkh variation due to substrate influence?

“At any rate, one finds considerable divergence in practice from the
old traditions, and many differences of custom and thought, not only
between them and their Amur brethren, but between the Tim and
Tro Gilyaks and their brethren on the west coast of the island.”
(Hawes 1903)

» Language contacts between expanding peoples:
partial multilingualism (?)



Nivkh varieties

1 Low Amur

2 Amur Liman

3 West Sakhalin
4 North Sakhalin
5 East Sakhalin
6 South Sakhalin




Manchuria: Jurchen
Mongol Empire
Ming dynasty, China
Manchu Empire
Russian presence
Japanese presence

Russio-Japanese war
World War 2

1125-1234
1308-1368
1368-1616/1644
1616/1644-1860-
1858 /1860-
1679- (Ootomari)
1905-

1045-



Skills in politically dominant languages:
Manchu (?), Japanese, Russian

IIpoBO/Is TTOJIEBBIE HCCIEA0BAHIA, HA Pa3
IIPUXOAUIOCH BOCXUILATHCA TEM, KaK MOMKUJIbIE
IIpeJICTaBUTEIN YUIbTa, K IPUMEPY, *KUBYIIUE HA
octpose I0:kuHoM (Caum), cBOOOAHO IIOHUMAIOT,
CJIYIIAIOT PAZIio U YMEIOT TOBOPUTH MOPOU Cpa3y Ha
IIIECTH SA3bIKaX — PYCCKOM, SITOHCKOM, KOPEHCKOM,
YAJIBTHHCKOM, 9BEHKHNCKOM M HAHAHCKOM

(Missonova 2006: 141)



Geographical perspective (1)

» Travelling across Tatar
Strait between the island
and mainland:

o by boat
o by dog-sled
O by reindeer
» Travelling along rivers:

o Tym
o Poronai




Geographical perspective




Geographical perspective (3)

» At least three contact
Zones:

o The Nevelskoi Strait between
Sakhalin and the mainland

o Ainu, Nivkh and Uilta
settlements around Gulf of
Patience on Sakhalin

o Nivkh and Uilta settlements
near the mouth of the Tym

on Sakhalin
» Possible
multilingualism in the
contact zones




Family and clan structure
Especially important for the Nivkh and Uilta

Marriage patterns, sexual norms

Exogamy (in some cases achieved through marriage with a
person from another ethnic group)
Intermarriage (for various reasons):

Traditionally a lot of intermarriage between the Uilta and Ewenki

Clans of mixed origins as a result of intermarriages

”...MHOTHE POJIbl TUJISKOB Ha CAaMOM JIaJIEKOM CEeBepe CUUTAIOT
CBOMMHU IIpeIKaMU allHOB, O KOTOPBIX Y HUX COXPaHUJINCH CaMble
sIpKK€e U MHOTOUHCJIEHHBIE IIPeIaHMsI, MHOIO TIIATEIbHO
zanucanubie.” (Shternberg 1933: 17)

mixed clans in other parts of Sakhalin (also on the mainland)

Bilinlgualism of parents and children in mixed
families



Social perspective (2)

» History of clans on Amur:

o0 "Ha Amype ucTopusi MHOTUX POJIOB IIPEJICTABISIET CIEAYIONTYIO
kapTuHy. Kakoli-HuOy b poJ HaunHaeT BhIMUpaTh. Ho BOT siBJIsseTCs
CJIyYarHbBIN IpUIliesiel], berjiern U3 CBOero poja; eMy JaioT BIOBY
OJHOI0 U3 COPOANUEN, - CUUTAETCS, UTO ATOT IIPUIIIeiel] CTAHOBUTCS
POJOHAYAJILHUKOM OOJIBIIIOTO IIOTOMCTBA, & KOPEHHbIE
IIpeJiCTaBUTEHN PO/a BRIMUPAIOT. Telephb copaniuBaeTcs, Oyaer au
SI3BIK BHIPOJAUBIIIETOCS POJA A3bIKOM IePBOHAYAILHBIM HUJIH SI3BIKOM
IJIEMEHU IIPUIIIETbIIEB? ITO 3aBUCUT OT OKPY:Kalollel 00CTaHOBKH,
OT TOTr'0, KaKoe HaceJjieHue npeobiagaer. Eciiu npeobagaoT TSk,
a MpUIIeJel] - FOJIb, TO A3bIK OyAeT TUIAIKIM, €CJId, Ha000POT,
IIpeo0JIafaioT rOJILILI, - A3BIK OymeT roybpackuM.” (Shternberg 1933:

407-408)
» Probably the same scenario on Sakhalin




Social perspective (3)

» Intermarriage:

o “The Gilyaks are even more difficult to classify racially. Separated in
speech, manners and customs from their neighbours, they yet have
same affinities in feature. This only adds to the puzzle; while many
have scarcely any hair on their faces, others, whose ancestors,
perhaps, have intermarried with Ainus, have bushy beards and
copious heads of hair....” (Hawes 1903: 116)

» Language is not a barrier:

O "HM3yuas MexXHallMOHAJIbHbIE OpaKU YHJIbTa U 3BEHKOB, MOXKHO OBLIIO
MHOTO pa3 CJILINIAThH (B Hauajie QOX roJioB) OT JIIOAel MOXKUJIOTO
BO3pacTa, YTO HECMOTPSI Ha sI3BIKOBYIO pa3HUILy (MHMOpPMAaHThI
YacTo NOAUYEPKUBAJIN, UTO SBEHKHUHCKUU S3bIK JJOBOJIBHO TPYAHO
IIOHUMAaeM JJIsl YUJIbTa), TaKue Opaky CUUTAINCh OpakaMu MEXIy
OpaTCKUMHU HapoAaMU, TaK KaK X03sHMCTBEHHBIN YKJIaJ] OUeHb CX0XK.”
(Missonova 2013: 16)




Sedentary vs. nomadic way of life

Nomadic people are typically more mobile, have
more contacts:

“the Orochon is generally found to speak both tongues
(Orochon and Gilyak)” (Hawes 1903: 208)

Fur tribute

Trading, exchanging goods

Visiting, especially during the seasons of hunting
Economic dominance: Japan, Russia



Kamthatka

Russia Sea of Okhotsk
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Trading (Sasaki 1999)

Archaeological evidence
indicates that the
inhabitants of Hokkaido
and Sakhalin had contacts
with the inhabitants of the
continent at least since the
late Paleolithic era.

Fur tribute system starting
from the Mongol Empire
and until the 18th century

Trading with Manchuria,
China, Japan, Russia
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Santan trade: a very active
trade network that streched
from Korea and Osaka, along
the Sea of Japan coasts of
Honshu, Hokkaido and
Sakhalin, throughout the
lower Amur region, and all
the way to Manchuria,
involving many peoples
(Ohnuki-Tierney 1999).

The trade was operated by the
ancestors of the modern

Ulcha, Nivkh and Oroch
around Lake Kiji

Possibly more
multilingualism closer to
trading routes and
especially trading points



Economic, geographic and political perspectives

» Economic, geographic and political perspectives are
certainly intertwined:

o “Japanese schooners, of the adventuring junk class, from the
island of Yezo, had been wont to come up here to the mouth of
the Tim to barter rice, kettles and cauldrons, rifles, ear-rings,
etc., for furs, and to fish and salt salmon during the spawning
season. This had been going on here certainly since 1868,
when a scramble was made by Japanese and Russians for
unoccupied spots, and probably from long before that...”
(Hawes 1903: 188)




Level 1: prehistorical

Mongolic & Tungusic, Tungusic & Amuric
Level 2: protoethnic

Japonic & Ainuic, Amur Tungusic & Amuric
Level 3: interethnic

Nivkh < Uilta, Nivkh © S Ainu, Uilta © S Ainu
Level 4: colonial

Chinese, Japanese, Russian < local languages



Linguistic perspective (2)

» Different historical levels of contacts are evident
from linguistic data.

» The geography, degree and hierarchy of contacts is
reflected in the number and direction of borrowings.

The northern dialect of Uilta has more lexical borrowings from
the Ewenki language, whereas Japanese and Ainu borrowings
are found mostly in the southern dialect of Uilta (Missonova
2013: 18).

Among them (the Ainu loanwords) there are many surnames,
personal names, hydronyms (especially river names), fish
names, names of insects and sea mammals. There are also
names of sea mammals borrowed from the Nivkh language
(Novikova, Sem 1997: 214).




The study of linguistic diversity and language
contacts on Sakhalin:

should be based on all available sources

should take into account various perspectives

Different levels of bi-/multilingualism
Is it possible to identify other contact zones?



